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 Briove Fi RIENDS, / 3 N 2 
Hap no forther intention in n delivering the 5 
enſuing plain Sermon, than to excite your 5 
attention at this truly critical juncture. At | 
the earneſt requeſt of ſome, whoſe motive 1 
am perſwaded i is the public advantage, it now 


conceived, preached, and publiſhed, within the - 
compaſs of a very few days, ſhould require 
alterations in order to the preſs, and yet be 
1 deficient i in point of exadtneſs ; nevertheleſs, | 
| by * e bleſſing of God, it may aflſt ſome in 5 | 
2 2 5 oe 


comes abroad. No wonder that a diſcourſe, 3 7 
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RY ge Whatever reception it may meet t with from 
8 others, it is preſumed that you will peruſe i it 
„„ love, and continue to pray without ceaſing 
WES. for him, who is s honored with a long courſe 
in your ſervice, and cordially ſubſenbes, 
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thy "counſellors a as at the beg afterward Nh 


T Nur Ol of God is hs aeg "he 
of the pulpit, which is not to be des 
baſed with politics, philoſophy, or 
| toy: wing ſhort of the croſs, in which the in- 5 
carnate Son of God made reconciliation for 
ibiquiry, that ſinners might be ſaved ; never- | 
theleſs, the firſt inſpired miniſters, yea, our 
5 Lord himſelf, in his courſe, touched on the 
times, and warned and directed bis audience Fi 


It is now with v us a critical periotl; a 3 1 5 
in which the people are a few days, as it were, 
intruſted with their own liberties „ not, indeed, | 
J hold Se, | but to rravslet into o the 
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_ bands of others, who- may defend and n 
them; a period this, when « every ſerious lover 
of his country is earneſt for a popular ſpirit 
"of wiſdom, fortitude, and faithfulneſs ; at 


> foch a period, my Beds, it is highly rea- 


5 2 fonable for every mak to have his ſenſes about 


- + him, and that we remind one another of the 


duty we owe to ourſelves and poſterity, there 
being 4. certain connexion | between Tight 
improvement of the pteſent juncturé e and 
our poſſeſſion | of every thing dear, even to the 
freedom of preaching the goſpel : undef theſe 
peculiar circumſtances, I hope it will not be 
unſcaſonable or vain, that. offer ſome conſi- 
derations from this divine promile, for the 
ſupport. of them who feared God, in a dark 
and threatening time. 8 ſhall therefore 9 
n further apology . . b 
Nevertheleſs it ſeems needful to "wg 
| that It is far from, yea, nothing, can be more 
_ contrary to my deſign, than to alienate i in the 
leaſt from a moſt loyal affection to our right 
ful Sovereign the King, or to excite diſreſpect 
towards any good magiſtrate, or counſellor 
under him; 2 likewiſe diſavow all intention 
of being invidious againſt any particular per- 


en, which! is hateful and Yves and leaf of all, 
would 


E 


r . 


— anna 


Po 


ub Choice if Reprentative, _ 3 


would 1 diſcourage your hearts, or impreſs 


you with a timorous apprehenſion that no 


times can be worſe, or that we are irrefover- 
able; God forbid! My:defign is purely to 
inſtru the riſing generation, and temind oth r. ; . 5 
of the nature of our gonſtitution as a people, +=" 
with the connexion we have with civil govern- 


ment, and our particular concern with it at 
this inſtant, that, behaving ourſelves like men 


and "chriſtians, ' we, and our children, may 5 
every one ſit quietly under his own vine ard 
his own fig-tree, and to this my conſcience 


directs me. Theſe things premiſed, I proceed 5 


to a review of the text, from whence I ſhall 
deduce a chain of truths relative to the ſubject . 
in hand, and then point out the duty of a 


people who may be, or may think themſelves, 


in any degree, in the like circomſtances with 


Iſrael, in reſpect of their eee, at che 8 


rite of this e 


12 Shocking was the ſtate 01 ON . 


J eroſalem, when Iſaiah was ſent to remon- 
ſtrate her evil, and her impending judgments. 
| 80 monſtrous the ingratitade of the inhabi- 
tants, that the Lord, by his prophet, calls upon . 
de . and the earth to ey and witneſs _ | 


„ . 7 


6 ———— — T— —7˙C .! ——,=kß—ĩ—— — oo 


4 Tube popular Concert in 
againſt them; he then reflects on their ex. 
ceeding wickedneſs and total degeneracy, 
verſes 4, 5, 6 46 Ah ſinful nation, a people 

2 laden with iniquity, children that are cor- 
ropters.” In vain they had been ſeverely 
chaſtized, time after time, and are accordingly 

" upbraided z % why ſhould ye be ſtricken any 
more? ye will revolt yet more and more, the 
| whole head is ſick, and the whole heart is faint; 
from the ſole of the foot, even to the crown of 
the head, there is no ſoundneſs in it, but 
wounds and bruites and putrifying ſores.” 
He then bewails their approaching miſeries; 


your country is deſolate, your cities are 
- burnt with fire ——The daughter of Zion i is 


as a cottage in a vineyard, a lodge in a garden 
of cucumbers, as a beſieged city.” Ter, by 
the way, he drops a comfortable word. to the 
faithful among them concerning a remnant, 
on whoſe account they. were not utterly con- 
ſumed, and made as Sodom and Gomorrah ; 
be then calls on their wicked rulers, civil 
and eccleſiaſtical, under whom, bad as they 


"Ig were, the people howled grievouſly, to conſider 


. their vileneſs and- hypocriſy ; ; they had not caſt 
off the form of religion, or totally forſook 
iy inſtituted wortkip oe. the en they | 


the Choice of Reprointaton * 


"were under, as but too many, now, who ought 
to ſet the multitude a more amiable example; 
No; they held their ſabbaths with oblations 

and offerings, but at the ſame time were guilty 
of oppreſſion, injuſtice, and cruelty, | and 
nothing is more abominable to an holy God 
than the ſacrifice of the wicked. And — 
cordingly he remonſtrates verſes Hs :- hs . 
To what purpoſe is the multitude of your 
 facrifices unto me? Saith the Lord.“ _ 
„ When ye come to appear before me, who 


hath required this at your hands to tread my: 


courts?ꝰ And in verſes 14, I 3. declares his 
abhorrence of their new moons, and that he 
would not regard the ſtretching forth of their 
hands though they made many prayers; never 
' thelefs, aſtoniſhing grace! he calls them to 
repentanxe, with a rich promiſe of pardon, A 
verſe 18. Though your fins be as ſcarlet, 
they ſhall be white as ſnow z. though they be 
red like crimſon, they ſhall be as wool.” But 
that no impenitent tranſgreſſor ſhould melter 


himſelf under theſe proclamations of mercy, 


„the Lonxp of Hoſts, the mighty One of 
Iſrael,” declares, ſaying, „ Ah, I will eaſe 
me of mine adverſaries, and a me : of 0 
mine enemies !” vw 24. e 


= | L 1 5 


8 ye popular Cunceri in 


The Ethiopian cannot change his ſkin, 
of the leopard his ſpots.” Exhortations and 
promiſes, however pertinent and gracious, 

_ avail not, if thoſe accuſtomed to do iniquity 
are left to themſelves; unleſs the Lord's Hann 
js concerned to bring tranſgreſſors to repent- 
ance, the purpoſes of his heart would be 
abortive; he therefore declares his reſolution 
to chaſtize them effectually into a ſenſe of 


| | their folly and wickedneſs, verſe 2 3. And 


| Twill turn my hand upon thee, and purely | 
5 purge away thy droſs, and take away all thy 
tin.“ The like compariſons we have Ezekiel 


. WR 1785 mY Son of man, the houſe of Iſrael 


is to me become droſs, all they are braſs, and 
: tin; and iron, and lead, in the midſt of the 
furnace.” Fit emblems of the corruption, 
1 hypoeriſy, impudence, and baſeneſs, of a | 
ſtupid generation, hardened in their iniquity. 
——Tremble, O my Soul, at any appearance 

5 of the like ſpirit and conduct in the daughter 
of thy people! To the accompliſhmenc of this 
holy and merciful. reſolution, | the | gracious 


5 ud promiſe before us is anne d. And I will 


reſtore thy judges as at the firſt, and thy 


1 counſellors as at the beginning: afterward 


= Thou ſhalt be called, — of eee x 
the , 


the Choice of Repreſentatives. 7 


the faithful city.” Two things are obvious 
in the paſſage, namely, what the Lox D would 
do for Zion, and the happy and honorable 


ſtore thy judges as at the firſt, and thy coun- 


nifeſt reference to the original policy of the i 
Jews, which was different from that of other 
nations, who were governed by kings; the 
| 25 formed this people in a peculiar manner; 

He was their Ki ng, though inviſible, ſo that | 


immediate ſuperintendency of God himſelf, by 
Moſes his miniſter, who was afliſted with a 
_ counſel of 70 Elders, eminent for a ſpirit of 


their divine prince; for neither Moſes nor 
his council had any legiſlative power, like the 
counſellors of the earth, as appears from his 


conſequence. I will, faith the Logp, re- 


ſellors as at the beginning.“ Here is a ma- 


they were in a ſtate of Theocracy, under the 85 


wiſdom, only for the execution of the will of - 


enquiring of the Lon p, what ſhould be done 


with the man who profaned the ſabbath, by | 
gathering of ſticks; a practice, by the way, 

many nominal chriſtians now would not ſcru- 

ple: in this form they continued during the 


dme of this faithful ſervant, and Joſhua his 

Vuoaliant ſucceſſor. Afterward, when in trouble 

F n og: Gad raiſed them. ng Judges me 
n ſave EE 


f 5 populaf Contern 3 
ſave them, who preſided over them till ches 5e 
n days of Samuel the prophet, when their luſts, 1 


as foretold, prompted them to rebel, they, 
diffatisfied with their ſuperexcellent con- of 
ſtitution, their glory and happineſs, rejected Ii th 
the Lon p as their King, who appointed them 
another from themſelves, though rather in ; 
anget than mercy, Hoſea Kili. 11. Some good al 
princes ſucceeded, particularly Hezekiah, 
mentioned in the beginning of this prophecy, 
5 but many wicked kings followed, under whom 
= they degenerated till they were reduced to the = 
ll _- fhameful and miſerable condition we have ſeen 
| them; for which they were caſt into the fur- 
 nace in Babylon, and long endured the fore 
BD Ys diſpleaſure of their offended God; and upon 
ttzmeir return from captivity, by Nehemiah and 
Era, they were reſtored to this kind of de- 
mocracy or commonwealth, being governed 
by the High · prieſt, as chief and preſident, with 
the ſanhedrim, or council of 70, as before, ac 
- , cording to Joſephus, thatwarlike hiſtorian, 'In 
= this ſtate we find them when Alexander was 
Z - Jaddua their High- prieſt without the 
N gates of Jeruſalem, up to which the enraged 5 
| - Conqueror was haſtening to avenge himſelf, | 
for that Pontiff's refuſing his oath of allegi- 


n. Choice 15 — 8 9 


ande, unto whom he was reconciled, and ama- 
zingly ſubmiſſive, through a well-known ex- 
traordinary, or rather ſupernatural interpoſition 
of providence; and ſacred hiſtory ſhews that oF 


this was their internal policy, when ſubject to 
the Romans, in the time of our Saviour. 


Thus the Jews were governed at firſt, ind... 


alſo after the Babyloniſh captivity ; 'F and there- 


fore, however applicable the text to the times | 


of the Meſſiah, and to his apoſtles or firſt _ 


miniſters, as ſome would confine it, we may: 
with the utmoſt propriety,” conſider theſe 

judges. and counſellors of thoſe who were i- 

| veſted with civil authority, the latter of whom — 
evidently. reſemble that branch of our Le- 

eiſlature, at this time ſo. much the object 


of attention, with this material exception, 


that whereas their counſellors had no la- : : 
making power, the ſenate of Britain have this 


ſacred truſt repoſed in them, —Our ſingular 


and excellent conſtitution is mixed; it includes 
kingly power, which we have ſeen was not in 
the original ſtate of the Jews; we are alſo 

partly under nobles, but it does not appear 

| that the princes of Iſrael, as ſuch,” had a 
proper ſtated ſhare in the national government. | 


25 oF n n u their grand authorita- 185 


: 


10 TDbe popu Eton in 


tive Wan was the ſanhedrim, and e our im. 
mediate concern in this juncture is with the 
great council of the land, now upon election, 
as our guardians in the ſtate. So then, this 
divine promiſe is perfectly adapted to inſtruct 
us on the TOR _ critical —_— ng 
occaſion, SE e 
No it ſeems that it was not with Judah 
: 4 Jeruſalem as heretofore z through their 
own folly, their conſtitution was altered, and 
in theſe degenerate times rebellious princes 
| ruled over them; for princes may be te- 
bels, againſt the moſt High, by male ad- 
miniſtration ; ſo baſe were theſe wretched 
chief rulers, that they are declared to be com. 
| panions of thieves. No wonder that under 
1 ſuch infamous beads, ſubordinate magiſtrates 


85 ſhould be corrupt; ; thus, going after cove- 


touſneſs, thoſe of Iſrael now were guilty of 


e the moſt flagrant injuſtice and cruelty, inſo- 


much that the faithful city was become a trea- 


cherous harlot; the city once full of judgment 


and righteouſneſs, was now a lodgment for 
| ' murderers, with impunity! Far be it that 


Pf our dear country ſhould ever be carried to ſo | 


: great a pitch of iniquity and danger! In theſe 
* 9 deſtruction from the Al. 
5 der 


the Choice of Reprifentative. 11 


mighty might have been expected, but 1o! 


mercy interpoſes; the Lok p, for his name 
ſake, is graciouſly pleaſed to undertake for 
the repentance of this profligate people, and 
that when he had purged away their droſs, 


and taken away all their tin, he would reſtore 


their judges as at the fir}, and their coun- 
ſellors as at the beginning: i. e. bring them 
to their original form of government, and 
| raiſe up wiſe and faithful men, under whoſe 
juſt and prudent adminiſtration they ſhould' 


recover to their firſt and pure ſtate : © after- 


ward thou ſhalt be called,” i. e. thou ſhalt 
be, and be truly reported, abe city of - 
righteouſneſs, the faithful city.” Hering 5 


Rated the es of our t text, permit me, 


Il. To lay before you | fn n relating 88 
to civil government, and our concern with it, 
that reſult from this account, and the follow- f 
ing, I think, are plainly deduciblez; 
That civil Magiſtrates and Counſellors are | 


eſſential to the exiſtence of a people. 


7H: hat | in the beginning of a State her great- 


men are, for the moſt part, wiſe, good, and true. 


That the counſellors of a nation may in 


| time be corrupt, and prove "0 and croel, 
AL t B 2 4355 That 


n eee eee 
That the opportunity for the wicked to 
aſcend into power, muſt be owing to the de- 


4 goneracy of the populace. 


That while evil covinſellors have the ar 
2 ſinful nation or city cannot recover its 
| purity and character. ** 1 
That a reſtoration of Abet Faithful 
Judges and ſenators, | is alone from the moſt 
High; and finally, * 
That this bleſſing is not to be cheated 


until, by ſome means, a national 9 8 
and reformation, is procured. 


On theſe ſeven pillars, or rather links o | 


T1 one chain, I ſhall briefly diſcourſe, and then 


| point out the duty of a people, who have, or 


who think that they have cauſe to complain 


of any meaſures taken * their authoritative 
05 counſellors. 2 1 
5 And firſt, it will any be ad that civil 
| magiſtrates and counſellors, inveſted with pub- 
lic authority, belong to the character of a peo- 
ple: It is the united voice of reaſon, experience 
,*:: and ſcripture. Mankind are like ſheep, and 
cannot be happy without a ſhepherd. The 
multitude ever ſtand in need of direction and 
defence. A people, ſtrictly ſpeaking, are 

a number of individuals united by common 
1 conſent, under a particular government, ſuited 


. 
] 
e 
d 
£ 
. 
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the Choice of "Repteſematfivts. 13 
to their peculiar circumſtances. This idea the 


Lon gives us of Iſrael whom he had choſen, 
Iſaiah xliii. 21. This people have I formed“. 
Take away the form, and the nation is diſſolved. 


Indeed, as it was with the prieſts bf the 


law, and alſo the prophets and minifters f 


God, under every diſpenſation, fo it is with 


civil magiſtrates or the counſellors of the 

| earth; they die, or otherwiſe occaſionally or 

fail from their ſeats; and theſe changes do 
not deſtroy the exiſtence of a ſtate; never- 


theleſs it cannot long ſubſiſt without gover- 


nors; if theſe vacancies are not ſoon and 
well filled, a ſtate of anarchy enſues, and 
1 diſſolution is at hand; in this way many 
= large and populous nations, once famous and 


formidable in the earth, have declined, and. 


ate no more; Witneſs the four great mo- 
garchies, antecedent to the ſetting up the kinn - 
dom of the Meſſiah, whoſe hiſtory ſtands con- 
nected wich that of the church, in the ſacred 
account; not a ſingle deſcendant from the an- 
5 cient AGyriand, Perſians, Greeks or Romans, 
can be found, The Jews, who were ſcattered 
among them from generation to generation, yet 
remain, but 45% are loſt in oblivion; and ſuck 
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will be the end of the moſt flouriſhing king - 
dom, our own not excepted, if by apy means 
government is ovefthrown, and: the people 
as ſheep without a ſhepherd, are in confuſion 


civil magiſtrates, or _ counſellors | inveſted. 
viith legiſlative authority, is a wiſe and mer- 
ciful appointment of the moſt High, without 


which the world itſelf could not ſtand ; and 


accordingly it is declared, Rom. xiii. 1. 
5 The powers that be are ordained of God. 1 
| Iris better to be under a deficient government, 
than to be lawleſs, which is not only to be 


vile, but miſerable; ' wherefore, ſatth the; 
5 apoſtle, verſe 5. Je muſt needs be ſubject, N 


not only for wrath, but alſo for conſcience | 
| ſake” To reſiſt a wiſe and good magiſtrate | 
is ſinful and pernicious it is to reſiſt the o- 


dinance of God. 


No at the beginning, or or firſt 1 
any kingdom or ſtate, counſellors are for the' 
moſt part wiſe men, and faithful. In the days I: 


of Moſes, and Joſhua, yea, and in all the days 
of the elders, who outlived Joſhua, which 


| had known all the works of the Loro, Iſrael 8 


ſerved him; | Joſhua xxiv. 31. which is a 


| Proof that they had good and diſcreet leaders, 


the people v were then under no 0 temptation from 


their os 


wn eee bee eee ee ee 
{ * ; x 
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their magiſtfates to be venal. Thus 2 
newly gathered nation is like the natural 


* 
— A a * 


body in its youthful vigour, ſound, ſtrong 
and healthy; at leaſt in the ordinary courſe, 
no defect or diſorder appears in the bead 
or heart; which, according to the metaphor 
uſed in the context of Iſrael, anſwers. to their 
prieſts, princes and other men in power, 0 
and is applicable to the governing perſons of 
any ſtate, who are as it were the principal, 
and the vitals of the body politic. The 
23 of firſt collecting and forming 2 
people conduce to this purity, and the like 
may be obſerved of any great revolution in a 
| kingdom by which the inhabitants are deli- 
vered from evil counſellors who oppreſs themz 
ſuch as we had on the coming of our glorious 
deliverer King William the third, and in 
cConſequence in the acceſſion of the preſent 5 
family to the throne, on the deceaſe of a 
| Princeſs, when the wicked in power had nearly 
executed their deep-laid deſigns againſt our re- 
ligion and liberties, never to be forgot; then TG 
a ſenſe of late imminent danger, and almoſt _ 
miraculous deliverance, ſo operated in the 
minds of the ſerious. of every denomi- 3 
h. char, without reſpect of perſons, 
- they 


— 
. 
* 


reer 


5 
* 
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character, in hom à ſenſe of honour pre- 


vailed; ſo: that thoſe in authority were faith- 
ul and wiſe, and the wicked dared not to 
walk u ar- nrg w do when! the vile | 
men are exalted. 5 


Alas, this Wunde in the vical 3 


0 8 nation laſts not for ever! through ihe 
diepravity of fallen human nature, and a va- 


nety of occaſions and temptations, the ma- 
gittrates and counſellors of a kingdom may 
corrupt, and become unfaithful and cruel. It 


© _ 8 notorious that, through ſenſual indulgence, 
ls Jong external caſe and freedom from danger, -þ 


ud and carnally ſecure, in- 


| | advertentand careleſs; then ſubtle, ſelf-ſeeking 
men take the lead, and abuſe their power to 
„„ gratify Mun avarice and other baſe luſts, f 
ill they | like the wicked ſhepherds 
e e ee . Ezek. xxxiv. 4, that with 
force and with cruelty 8 ruled the wks, I 
and cauſed them to howl. 


But, whence the opportunity of theſe N = 


1 e No doubt from the degeneracy of 
te common people. An ill diſpoſed citizen, 
e 66 cars cath * a a celebrated TM, can 188 1 : 


1 * 
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harm, but in an ill diſpoſed city: And it has 
been juſtly obſerved, that * bribery in a miniſter 
ſuppoſes a corrupt people.” This maxim is 
juſtified by the ſcripture account; thus in 
the fine illuſtration, by which degenerate 
Ural 1 is deſcribed in the context; comparing 
this incorporate people to the human frame, 
it is ſaid, verſe 6. that * * from the ſole of 


the foot, even unto the head, there is no 


ſoundneſs in it 3 as natural diſeaſes ordinarily 
begin in the lower and extream parts of the 
| body, and gradually aſcend to the vitals; in 
like manner the body politic, eſpecially of a 
- F religious kind, as that of the Jews, and ſo 


of any nation profeſſing chriſtianity, and fas 8 
vored with goſpel light, its decay is firſt ſeen 


in the multitude, and thoſe of a lower claſs, 


from whom it aſcends to the nobler rank: If | 
the people are not debaſed, wicked men 
will find it kard to gain the aſcendancy , | 


over them. The nation of the Jews at this 
_ Hang! period were not barely en . 


7 A like Wifcription i is and; Deut. xxvii 35. 8 
| + Religious, that is, on the principles of Arise x reve- 
lation; as for the religion of nature, ſince man's , 


oa avai's — or real holineſs, | 


« — — —— 
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but they are ſtyled," verſe 4. corrupters; the 


people and their counſellors corrupted one 
another, and mutually delighted | in their abo- 
5 minations, as complained of in Jer. v. gr. 
This manner of proceſs, from the lower to the 
higher rank, unto a total degeneracy, if not 
_ timely prevented, is both natural and moral. 
It is natural, at leaſt ſo far as the legillative 
power is elective in the people; this is not 
the caſe altogether i in our happy conſtitution; * 
indeed the doctrine of indefeaſible hereditary 
right has been juſtly exploded, and can never 
be endured by a free nation, yet the throne 
of great Britain legally deſcends in a Proteſ- 
tant family, who rule in righteouſneſs, as it 
now doth in the illuſtrious houſe of our preſent 
, Sovereigh: May it ſucceed in the ſame precious 
lune, with joy; to the lateſt generation! The 
ariſtocratical branch of our government, or 
that branch with which the nobles are inveſted, 15 
perpetuates from ſire to ſon, on the like con- 
dition; but the repreſentatives of the people, 
who anſwer to counſellors ; in the text, being 
choſen by themſelves, cannot long ſubſiſt in 


a courſe of iniquity to our hurt, unleſs the 
let; ſo that 
When the vicious are in power, \ we may be 
certain 1 


a 1828 4 
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certain that there is horrible wickedneſs in 
the land, and that the body of the people are 


depraved. If the electors were free from every. 


ſelfiſh and finiſler end, if they unanimouſly 
voted with a ſingle eye to the public welfare, 
and out of pure love to their country, if they 
would ſhake their hands from holding of 
| bribes, and have no reſpect of perſons in their 
choice, jt muſt be under a diabolical diſguiſe 
that any other, than a man of ability and 
character, a real ſound patriot, ſhould obtain ; 
a feat in the houſe. The moral cauſe of this ES 
mode of operation in a degenerate political 
: body i is from above, in a way of Judgment, 5 
for their ſins and tranſgreſſions: When a 
people forſake the Load, and provoke him 5 
do anger, it is becoming his righteouſneſs to 
5 abandon them to fooliſh and wicked rulers, 
= who oppreſs and miſlead them, and deſtroy. : 
the way of their paths, ſee chap. iii. and 12. 
bad laws, and worſe examples, daily increaſe. 
under ſuch evil counſellors, and, if a nation, 
in theſe circumſtances, have no feeling, A 
are in the laſt ſtage of corruption, and | in the 
5 utmoſt danger of being totally ruined. þ 


Nothing can be more evident than that; in 


155 this wretched ſtate, while baſe men prevail | 


c 2 mo there 
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there i is no hope that a city or nation mould 
recover its original putity and character; 
_ wwhen the Logp reſtored to Jeruſalem her 
Judges, : as at the firſt, and her counſellors as at 


the beginning, then, and not till then, does 


' herecover her former good ſtate ; . afterwards | I 
thou ſhalt be 2 N the city of righteouſneſs, 
che faithful city.” It is in vain to expect a 


reformation under dillolute magiſtrates: if the 


whole head is ſick, and the whole heart 3 
faint, what hopes can there be of a re- 
covery? if infidels and libertines preſide, 
will they be concerned to promote true reli- 
5 ligion and manners, or check the growing a 
impiety and vice of the age ? Can it be ſoberly | 
expected that ſuch men ſhould frame whole- 
ſome laws, or ſee to the execution of any al- 
ready exiſting ? ? On the contrary, < do not the 5 
wicked walk on every fide,” do they not mul- 
tiply, proſper, and grow impudent in their 
blaſphemy and licentiouſneſs, inſomuch that - 
wherever we turn they ſet their mouth againſt 
heaven, and their tongue walk. through 


the earth, when the vileſt men are exalted, 5 
Pal. Xii. big.” . 


Nevertheleſs «is a4 is not „ ee 3 the 3 


my Moſt : High, h changeth che times and the 
IT, „„ ſeaſons, 15 
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ſeaſons, can at his pleaſure recover a people, ; 


| however ſunk and enſlaved by their folly; 


but nothing ſhort of his ſpecial interpoſition 
will heal them. * I will reſtore thy judges 
as at the firlt, and thy counſellors as at the 
beginning.“ From the hand of his provie 
| dence and grace alone this mercy is to be ex- 


| pected. Many are the wonderful turns in the 


| hiſtory of Iſrael, by which the Lox p, for his 
name's ſake, reſtored and ſaved the people of 

| his love; he reſtored them [judges and coun- 
ſellors, when they were almoſt ſwallowed up. 


by the wicked; and he muſt be little ac- 
8 quainted with that of his own nation who 
need be told that, in like manner, we have 5 
been repeatedly reſcued from the hands of 
our enemies. Who can be a ſtranger to the _ 
wiſdom and fidelity of our great men at the 
glorious revolution 1 when a prince aſcended . 
3 throne, as the unclouded morning, . 
clear ſhining after the rain of a dark and 
_ threatening adminiſtration? And when the 
wicked roſe again, and another ſtorm . 
1 gathering, did not the Almighty inſtantly 
diſappoint their miſchievous decrees, a0. 
ſpared not even the Roya! life, to give us 
| Jones and counſellors as in time . * 
8 5 
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Did he not turn out the vile, and ſet the 
precious in their ſtead, even faithful magiſ- 
trates, and able common-wealth's men? and it 
is an humbling conſideration, that in leſs than 
| threeſcore years there mould be a juſt 8 


: reaſon again to complain. 200151 


But this indulgence from heaven is is not to : 
| ku expected, till by ſome means national 


| repentance is procured. © ] will turn my | 
1 hand 8 upon. thee, and will purge away f 


thy drofs, and take away all thy tin.“ 
Theſe miracles of mercy,. and beſt gifts of 


| providence. are not for them who perſiſt 


in their rebellion ; a people hardened againſt 


the voiceof the moſt threatening diſpenſations, 


55 and even under the faithful preaching of the 
word, in which the wrath of God is revealed 
againſt all unrighteouſneſs of men, muſt be 
convinced of their folly, and purged from 
their iniquity, in order to a reſtoration of 


: their ſtate ; till then, they will hate faithful 


magiſtrates, and it may be, treat them with 
1 contempt; ſo that a recovery is not to be hoped 


for, in favor of the impenitent; it is there- 


fore very melancholy and threatening, when 
| the means of diſcountenancing vice, and pro- 
moting moral virtue, are neglected and deſpiſ- 


the Choice of Repreſentatives: FR | 
ed. Many years after the revolution we had 


' reſpectable and voluntary ſocieties for the des 
tecting of profaneneſs and villany, by which, at 


leaſt, the wicked were driven into corners, and 
the riſing generation were not ſo much ex- 
poſed to thoſe ſhocking examples, now almoſt 
8 ever before them; theſe attempts may have 
fallen into improper hands, and the beſt ek 
means miſapplied or abuſed; but the dif- 
| couraging all particular ſocieties for the re- 
formation of manners is, in my view, a very 
awful ſymptom, and eſpecially, I am ſorry to 
: fay it, when, in all appearance, ſo little care is 
taken by many in civil Office to execute the 
5 laws, even againſt open and ſhameful of- 
; : fenders, or men would not dare to fill the 


air in the ſtreets with ſuch vollies of oaths 7 
and imprecations, or proſtitutes and beg 


gears croud about us wherever we go, * Wy 


they as: 


l are the ths which lie involved: in 

: this divine promiſe to the Jews under the cir- 

: cumſtances they were in, a remembrance of 

which I thought ſeaſonable: Authoriſed coun- 

ſellors are eſſential to the exiſtence of a 

people; civil government is therefore to be 

eſteemed n, from the c Almighty, and 
Tk 5 conſci- 


"it 
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conſcientiouſly held in reputation; for the 


moſt part at the beginning of a ſtate, and alſo 
after any conſiderable revolution in its favor, 
| thoſe in authority are wiſe men and true; but 
ſuch is the depravity of fallen nature, and ſo 
many are the temptations to vice, that in 
time, a national council may corrupt, and 


become unfaichful and cruel; that the op- 
portunity evil men have of aſcending to the 


ſeat of authoritative direction ariſes from 
the degeneracy of the people. But, while 
the wieked ſway, t there can be no hope of re- : 
covering to former purity and character; a : 
reſtoration of good counſellors, as at firſt, is 


alone from the moſt High; and, finally, that 


this bleſſing i is not to be expected till by ſome 
means a public reformation and repentance is | 


| e about. Ap now's Beloved, : 


. &. 7:5.» 


III. What remains, if at any time we are 


grieved, or think we have reaſon to complain, 5 
but that we cordially turn to the Lon d; be 
active and faithful in our tation; +008 Pater 
7 ently wait his ſalvation ? 


1. I take not upon me to Sao — 


ä whole ground of a too general diſſatisfaction, > 
: though bi cannot think 1 it. without . cauſe,” 


much 5 5 


* 
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| thuch 1 les would 1 drop a word to inereaſs 
it; it would be a joy to offer any thing 
that might conciliate the minds of thoſe 


| who complain 5 to repreſent. them all mal- 


contents and murmurers, is, I am ſore, not the 
Way, if conſiſtent with charity and truth; far 
be it to promote a needleſs diſquietude; ; bur. 
our grievances | are in every one's mouth on 
the preſent. occaſion, nor is it unbecoming to 
remind one another, when we apprehend 
threatening meaſures, are taken, provided it. 
be done without prejudice and paſſion; we 


may decently, yea, and loudly complain, 


when we feel, or, to what a paſs are we 
1 come | Neverthelefs,| the ſevereſt reſſections, 
and moſt bitter complaints, however juſt, or 
tempered with decency and manners; z or any 


: thing elſe we are capable of towards our re- 


lief, can have no ſaving effect, if we remain 
4 impenitent; our help is from him aan 
whom we have ſinned, and continue to 
8 tranſgreſs. The faithful bitterly mourned 
their miſerable captivity in Babylon, and 
enumerate their ſorrows i in a ſtyle moſt pa- 
thetic. But is this all? No; ſenſible of 
the cauſe; namely, their manifold ſins and 
\Aroclous hackſlidings; they ſtir up one ano- 
| „„ 
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ther to repentance ; ; Lament. iti, 40, 41. 
&«& Let us, in like manner, ſearch and try our 


Ways, and turn again to the Lozp: Let us 
lift up our hearts with our hands to God 
in the heavens.” 5 If we were in the greateſt 
diſtreſs, and even had occaſion to complain =: 
oppreſſion and cruelty, (I pray God this may 
never be the caſe) but all this would indicate 5 
dur iniquity: you ee that if evil counſellors. 


are preferred, it muſt be owing to the corrup- X 
tion of the people; we may complain, and 


we ought to remonſtrate, but our firſt and 
pPftincipal concern is to employ our breath, as 
te Ifraelites did, in crying with ſelf-abaſe- 
Fo ment, and contrition to the Lonoy, who alone : 
'_ can reſtore and fave us, that, being purged 5 
ftom our iniquity, we may obtain his graci- 
ous favor, « by whom kings reign, and princes | 
decree juſtice,” andin whoſe hand are the ; 
hearts of all counſellors. The taſte of the proud f 

1 may diſdain i it, but, if there be a God, if a pro- 
vidence exiſts, if there is any truth in divine 
revelation, or in univerſal hiftory, and if the 

5 diſpenſations of the Almighty in all ages 
i paſt is to be regarded; in ſhort, if we 
4 * not t deterinined Athieſts, Deiſts, or Li . 


conduct of its | 
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bertines, we muſt acknowledge that the firſt : 
ſtep. towards a national recovery, is with ; 
unfeigned humiliation and unreſerved con- 
: feſſion of our ſins, earneſtly to implore his | 
0 pardon and favor; and, ſceing the iniqui - 
ties of a land reſult from the defect, or ill 
articular inhabitants, in this 
3 buſineſs every man ſhould begin with hims 
1 ſelf... Jer. viii. 6. when the. people of Jeruſa - 


lem were ſlidden back by a perpetual back. : 


No ſliding, the Log ſays, * I hearkened and = 

heard, but they ſpake not aright.“ They were 

5 not filent 3 much talk there might be of the 
times, every one complaining of the venality, 5 


corruption and . wickedneſs of the age, the 


Way of the multitude and the mal · conduct 
of ſome in the adminiſtration of goyernment; 
yea, ſome confeſſions might be made in a ge- 
neral way to God and one another; yet they 
ſpake not aright; how ſo? faith the Logo, 

No man repented him of bis wickedneſs, 
- ſaying, what have 7 done? but every one 
5 turned to his courſe, as the horſe ruſheth in- 
do the battle.“ Here was no ſelf-examina- 
| tion, no bringing matters home to the con- 

| ſcience, no 8 repentance, therefore all 
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„ their talk was deceitful and vain; it was 0 : 
repentance in the ſight of God; thus often an 
hypocritical generation of formal profeſſors, 
| ſpeak much of corruption and the bad con- 
duct of ſuperiors, or others, but paſs by 
their own tranſgreſſions; every one impeni- E 


» tent and hardened in his courſe, ſtill provoke 


the Lox to his face. He only ſpeaks aright 
that ſays; What have 1 done? And is there 
not a cauſe? That man is ſingular and happy 
= indeed, who, upon A ſerious and faithful ſcru- 
tiny, can acquit himſelf from having in any 
degree, at leaſt inadvertently, contributed. to 
the national guilt, in natural, civil, or religl- 
cus life; nor is any man fit to join in ſocial ac 
| knowledgments' to God for public iniquity, 
until he has confeſſed alone for himſelf. 
5 Time would fail, even to mention every 7 
. ain public vice by which our land is 
diſgraced; but on this. occaſion, - however 
unpleaſant, it is needful to remind you of 
ſome principal inſtances of that woful dege- : 
neracy we lament. And here I muſt not 
entirely paſs by the proſtitutes, t thieves, and 
i vagabonds that warm, I have no inclination : 
to exaggerate, but, by all that 1 can learn _ 
from mie, 'n who in time paſt, or of late have 5 
Ty 1 trayelled 8 
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: travelled, that in this reſpect we are worſe than 
moſt of our neighbouring countries be that as 
it may, our ſtreets, jails, courts of Juſtice, 
and frequent large executions, manifeſt A 
prodigious. increaſe of theſe wretches among. 
us; and it is truly aſtoniſhing to conſider 
with how little emotion or concern the gene: 
rality ſeem to hear of the many ſcores of felons 5 
tried every monthly ſeſſions, the cart loads 
of criminals that are turned off at Tyburn, and 

N the numbers that are annually tranſported to 
Sur colonies; ſad inſtances of our diſſolute 
and ſtupefied ſtate as a people! But che me- 
lancholy aſpect is not confined to this vulgar 5 
claſs; there is but too much reaſon to com- 
plain, that our principles and manners _ 
almoſt univerſally debaſed; religion, honor, bk 
and a public ſpirit are rarely to be found, 
while deiſm, profaneneſs, and every kind of 
5 immorality, through an exceſs of profligacy 
in high and low life, comes in like a flood, 
. and threaten to overwhelm us. Deiſm, not 15 
long ſince, particularly in the beginning of 
this century, has been Juſtly and fully ex · 
ö poſed, and in a manner exploded, by many 
excellent pens, and its advocates ſilenced; _ A 
. e its ee, will not bear as - 
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amination. ® Deiſts, open and diſguiſed, are 
numerous, and daily increaſing, inſomuch, 
khat 1 in almoſt every promiſcuous or occafional 
company we meet with a ſeptic, or ſcof- 
fer at divine revelation ; nor is it marvellous w 
an age, when ſome who plead for its authority, 0 
_ nevertheleſs ſtrangely deny i its diſtinguſhing 
' truths, and when its lacred rites, under the pre- 
ſent diſpenſation, at leaſt, are neglected by the 
generality of nominal chriſtians ; for noching 1 

ſtrikes more directly againſt the credit of 
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"for a large body of Proteſtant Diſſenters, now declines 8 

in their number, upon converſing with the miniſter, he 

5 told me, that if any principles advanced in the place, 
he apprehended, that they were thoſe of the Deiits, 

; who abounded 1 in the ſtreet we were then paſling. Many 


ol them were ſubtle and bold in their oppoſition to the 


_ ſcripture, notwithſtanding ſeveral of their companions 
| had recanted in che views of. eternity; FRET TER | 
no other book, chan the bible, they found any hope; 5 
f and one in particular, it is ſaid, left a paper fr that 
- purpoſe | to be read at his interment, which was decen dy 


ſuppreſſed; that no offence might be taken, It is to be . 


5 en n Ga Is 10 e n 1 in many other! 


_ _ + , p * 4. 


1 


25 * 
the Choice of Repreſentatives 2 


the Lonp, more immediately ſet apart for 
| ſanctuary ſervice, and to keep holy to his 
| name, though many of various denomina- 
tions attend public worſhip, there is reaſon 


to fear that a far greater number ſearcely go. 
ſo far i in the form of religion ; it is notorious, - 


: that the multitude of every rank moſt ſhame- 

: fully proſtitute the Sabbath, if not to ſecu - 
lar buſineſs, which is too frequently che caſe, 
pyet to ſenſual pleaſures, in ſpite of all laws, 
f human and divine: the noiſe and riot of the 

populace on that day i in the ſtreets and fields, 

is become a great nuiſance to all ſober people ʒ 
indeed we are not interrupted by authority; 
but may it not be deemed a kind of perſecution. 
| by connivance, hen for want of putting the 
laws into execution againſt Sabbath-breaking, : 
our magiſtrates permit the profane to diſturb | 
them that fear God in their cloſets and ks: 
Z lies ? So little regard is now paid to a day, 
once in a manner held ſacred through the 
nation; the polluting of which, is an inlet to 
all manner of diſorder and wickedneſs, and 
proves fatal to millions. 1 am ſorry. to tell. 
— © that a late earneſt and humble petition, 
| ſigned by a great number of reſpectable per- 
tons, f for r ſome: further check to the horrid 
impiety, 5 
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30 ue popular Concern in 
| aniſnation. *Deiſts, open and diſguiſed, are 


numerous, and daily increaſing, infomuch, 


that in almoſt every promiſcuous or occafional 
company we meet with a ſceptic, or ſcof- 
ferat divine revelation; nor is it marvellous in 
. an age, when ſome who plead for its authority, 5 
nevertheleſs ſtrangely deny i its diſtinguſhing 
truths, and when its ſacred rites, under the | pre- 
ſent diſpenſation, at leaſt, are neglected by the 
generality of nominal chriſtians ; for nothing 
| firikes more directly againſt the credit of 
: revelation, than trifling with the poſitive 
. jofticurions it eee As t. to the day of | 
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bor a large body of Proteſtant Diſfenters, now declined 
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: told me, that if any principles advanced in the place, 


he apprehended, that they were thoſe of the Deiits, 
who abounded 1 in the ſtreet we were then paſling. Many 


of them were ſubtle and bold in their oppoſition to che 


ſcripture, notwithſtanding Teveral of their companions ; 
had recanted i in the views of eternity, declaring, that in 
| - m9 Other book, than the bible, they found any hope; 


and one in particular, it is ſaid, left a paper for that 


purpoſe to be read at his interment, which was decently = 
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che Logp, more immediately ſet apart for 
ſanctuary ſervice, and to keep holy to his 
name, though many of various denomina- 
tions attend public worſhip, there is reaſon 
to fear that a far greater number ſcarcely go 
ſo far in the form of religion; it is notorious, - 
that the multitude of every rank moſt ſhame- : 
| fully proſtitute the Sabbath, if not to ſecu - 
lar buſineſs, which is too frequently the caſe, 
: yet to ſenſual pleaſures, in ſpite of all laws, 
: human and divine: the noiſe and riot of the 
populace on that day in the ſtreets and fields, | 
= become a great nuiſance to all ſober people; „ 
| indeed we are not interrupted by authority; 3 
but may it not be deemed a kind of perſecution 
by connivance, when for wkat of putting the 
laws into execution againſt Sabbath-breaking, | 
our magiſtrates permit the profane to diſturb, 
them that fear God i in their cloſets and fami- 
ies ? So little regard i is now paid to a day, . 
once in a manner held ſacred through the 
: nation; the polluting-of which, is an inlet to. 5 
all manner of diſorder and wickedneſs, and FE lun 
proves fatal to millions. 1 am ſorry to tel! 
= that a late earneſt and humble petition, 
|  Ggned by a great number of reſpectable per- 
9% for . further check to the horrid 
imply 50 
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tleated with derifion ; 3- to den in what 
aſſembly would be t too ſhocking, | but ! it was de- 


and induſtrious poor can ſcafce obtain a meals. 


d rheat mote than once or twice a week ; when 5 
bHbankrupts are; it may de, ſeven times the 0 
number than formerly: yea, and when we are 
7 i ſo. unnatural and dangerous a conteſt with 
dur vide extended American colonies, where a 
thouſands, and ten thouſands of our dear inno- . 
Cent fellow chriſtians, are in the deepeſt cala- 
85 mity, and many of them i in fear of 2 'mifer- = 
able end; 1 fay; it is not the tealt'of our Pro- 

| vocations, that uhderthefe ar ful and threaten-' 
1 ing circuthſtances, our vanity” is not abated; 4 


tion and pleaſure fill daily incfeaſe, in- 


on ſomuch that, like the Jews in their d&geherate” = 
ſtate, our land is full of horſes, and there is 
= no end of our chariots; and, if covetouſneſy 4 

l after this world Is is larry, our idols are tony; 
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a ried; and that by ſome who are now, it ſcems, 

bowing to de guardians of our liberties and re · 
leon To paſs by many other things, it is not 5 

A lttle pr voking, that when our neceffary taxes 25 
arxe à burthen already too heavy, whey, , through = 
à real or artificial ſcarcity, proviſion is at ſo 
 excelſive a price, that multitudes of the honeſt 
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if we are not ſeriouſiy and deeply 


2 ted: for the fins and calathities of our 
country? Now in all chis do we not walk con- 
trary to the voice of God's providence ? and 955 
bo provoking to him, may be ſeen in that * 
ſtttiking paſſage, Ifaiab xxii. 12, 13, which 
tuns in theſe. werds; Inu that day did the 
Lonp God of Hoſts call to weeping and 
moutning, and to baldneſs, and to gitding 
with lackcloth; and behold, Joy WO" di 
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Aric What! is ſtill worſe, there ſeems little con: 
; ern about ſeeking the Lon D, a9 heretofore; . 
= when clouds of darktiefs hung over us Na- 

tional faſts, by authority, ate to be left with 
dur governors; but the pious in the land haves 

- with decency and ſucceſs, joined in prayer to 
the Almighty on occaſions leſs alarming than — 
"thoſe now ſubſiſting, With pleaſure we find 
theſe ſolemnities recommended in aſſociating e 
AIetters from our brethren. in different parts of 
the kingdom; they are worthy our imitation; | 
but; alas! of late, in theſe populous cities, 

where profeſſors abound, there ſeems but very 
_ little heart for ſuch ſervice; tlie generality are 
too much otherwiſe engaged. Indeed we have 
|| ſome meetings in courſe that are tolerably ſos 
cial 3 but to what purpoſe: are our religious 
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= flaying oxen, and killing ſheep, eating fleſh, 
and driaking wine; let us eat and drink, for 


tomorrow we ſhall die.“ And, what is the 


conſequence of this riot and impious contra- 
diction to the Almighty? Tremble, ye obſti- 
nate and ſcornful of the land i And it 
was revealed in mine ears, by the Logp of 
Hoſts,” ſaith the prophet; 5 ſurely this ini- 
gdauity ſhall not be purged from you, till ye 
dae, faith the Lonp God of Hoſts.” Far be 
. awful doom from our dear country z but 
many of its inhabitants have too evidently 
' forſaken the Lonp, and caſt away his word. 
No wonder if their root ſhould be as rotten- 
neſs and their bloſſom ſhould go up as duſt, | 
lIlgflaiah v. 24. Through effeminate pleaſures 
And infdelity, we are very much ſunk in our 
ne could lay it to heart, and turn unto tbe 
4 Lonp, who is able to reſtore us, and wait, ; 
that he ah ho- e to thoſe who ſr 
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But e ds meme are not ho ay 


mio gs incumbent on a people in the like cir- 
„ cumſtances with the Jews; we muſt be active 
„ Þn'v our Anciqn to procure fairhful judges, and 
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be 1 and good counſellors. When Moſes WE 


' pleaded, in behalf of the terrified people at 
the red ſea, Exod. xiv. 15, the 14 ſaid 
unto him, Wherefore crieſt thou unto me? IN 
| Speak unto the children of 1frael that they 8⁰ 8 
forward.“ All means in our power muſt 
ſucceed our prayers for the reſtoring our ſtate. 
At this inſtant we can do more than barely 
remonſtrate to God and the King. Our cries 
and complaints are deceitful and vain, if we 
are ſlothful, or fooliſhly neglect the opportu- 7 
'Þ pooh in providence of acting for ourſelves; let 


us up to the buſineſs 1 in hand; now is the time | 


wits forward and bear our part in the 
choice of a Senate WhO may revive and de- 
| F#end us: Let us ſeek wiſdom from the Logp 9 
who directeth all hearts; and having obtained 725 5 
0 all the intelligence we can, relating to candi- 
dates for our truſt, and well weigbed their 15 5 
So connexions and character, let us be free from 
any private, perſonal, or ſecular motive, and . 
| honeſtly vote with a view to the good of our 
country, irreſpective of any other conſidera- 5 
tion whatever; treat every gentleman who-lo- 
\  Heits with all reſpect due to his rank; to be 7 
uncivil is neither ſenſe nor religions but re- + wo 
e, dae and conſcience LS. 
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ER bois 3 amiable his han ter; or 


1 ever ſervice he may have done you or any of 
8 2 Dur x neareſt relations. Obligations laid on a 
. With a view to purchaſe a vote, may be juſtly. 


x emed one ſpecies of briber and corruption; 
and} it were to be wiſhed that all previous can- 
| Ir diſing were aboliſhed, for they 
Wn obſtruct A genuine free election; 
But forbear ;— if, after all 2 | 4 ring ones 
bours we ſhould not ces e 
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the ſeaſons at his pleaſure. % 

In one word; may we live peacgable li 
i all godlineſs and honeſty, as thgſe who "ay 
the Lon p, and rejoiee that his throne is for- 
. ever; whoſe ſceptce is a ſceptre of ' righteoub- | 
e! Fzhe almighty Saviour will ſubdue all 
our enemies, and eaſe himſelf of his adverſa- 
ries in due time; even Jeſus, the prince. of 
A kings of the earth. Tru 


bim, who, as Mediator, is over 85 
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